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Tuesday, August 25, 2026
7:00
Zoom Meeting

AGENDA

7:00 - Administrative Operations
a. Review previous meeting minutes of June 23, 2026 
b. Finance report

7:05 - Town Cabin survey final results and steps forward(Sage)


7:15 
a.  Update on work days for Loop Trail  (Sage)
b.  Date for reblazing Chases Mountain

7:20 - Thoughts about future use of town gravel pit (Dave) - see comments below from Dave

From Dave - Here are some thoughts on the town gravel pit parcel as it relates to the Middlesex Town Forest based on past discussions and the Town Forest Management Plan. The gravel pit property has a number of characteristics that could be beneficial to the use and management of the Town Forest.
 
1. Trail Access
There is an old woods road that parallels the stream that originates in the beaver ponds at the end of Notch Road that connects from the gravel pit to the Town Forest. I’d have to walk this route again with the aid of a GPS to be sure, but I believe it passes through only one other property, owned by Sara Villeneuve, before it reaches the Town Forest property. This could be a future trail that would provide additional hiking opportunities although it would require the permission of Ms. Villeneuve.
 
2. Timber Access
As the Town Forest Management Plan acknowledges, there is not good access to the Town Forest for timber harvesting without crossing private land. The most likely route for logs to be extracted from the southerly portion of the Town Forest would be across the Villeneuve property using existing woods roads on that property. Shortly after the Town Forest was acquired, the Conservation Commission met with the forester who was overseeing the Villeneuve property to discuss potentially combining efforts on a future timber harvest. The forester was receptive to the idea, and the gravel pit parcel would seem to be the best site for a log landing. There really isn’t a good site for a log landing further up Notch Road where the Town Forest borders the Class 4 section of the road. The intent for timber harvesting was to try to coordinate with logging planned for the Villeneuve parcel to conduct harvesting on the Town Forest at the same time and utilize the logging roads on the Villeneuve property for access to the Town Forest. Logs would be hauled to a landing on the gravel pit property. The Town intended to allow the Villeneuve’s to use the gravel pit for a landing if that was helpful to them. This hasn’t occurred yet, as to the best of our knowledge there hasn’t been harvesting on the Villeneuve property.
 
3. Additional Parking for the Town Forest
There has been discussion of using a small portion of the gravel pit property as an overflow parking area for the Town Forest as there is limited parking available at the end of Notch Road. Indeed, I believe an area was created to accommodate this to the left of the main access to the gravel pit. If there was an event on the Town Forest, such as a guided walk, that might attract more attendees than there is available parking, the overflow parking at the gravel pit could be used with a shuttle to bring people from the gravel pit to the end of Notch Road. This is potentially especially important since we are currently using the Department of Fish & Wildlife parking area and should be careful not to take up all the spaces for users of the Town Forest.

7:30 - Bear information from Ben Gabos (see comments below from email) and comments about new bear hunting regulations - does MCC want to weigh in?
1. Would the Conservation Committee discuss subsidizing bear resistant trash bins if the additional cost is too much for a resident?.
From Ben Gabos - I’ve emailed Casella to ask how much more they are for an example. Not sure what most residents use. We have trash in basement and bring to Worcester transfer. Previous owner here (we moved to 153 Wood road last October) left trash out unsecured and definitely had bear issues as there was trash all over driveway when we toured the house). We have had no issues since moving in)
2. https://rutlandcountyswac.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-Haulers-Offering-Bear-Resistant-Containers.pdf
3. Also, if she’s willing to do this would the Committee sponsor a “how to live w bears” night w Jaclyn Comeau (F&W Bear biologist) at Shady Rill auditorium or outside or similar venue?
 I have worked with her before on a farm issue and can contact her.

	
	
	
	

	Email from AVCC - 
	


Hello Conservation Commissions:
 We are now in the Fish and Wildlife’s public comment period for the newly revised “bear rules” for the upcoming bear hunting season.
 NEW PROPOSED RULES:
1-TWO BEAR TAGS – the rules DO include a change: allowing hunters to take 2 bears this season – NEUTRAL – the FWD’s Wildlife Division has advised the Board that the bear population should be reduced. To that end, hunters will be allowed to take 2 bears instead of the usual 1 bear this season (usually from c. 9/1 to c. 11/22). This is the generally accepted practice by many states for most effectively reducing populations.
 2-BEAR BAITING-the rules DON’T include bear baiting – GOOD – this was proposed by a few hunters but the FWD Board ultimately rejected the idea and many of us made public comment against it
 3-KILL SOWS WITH CUBS-the rules DO include a ban on killing sows with cubs – GOOD – this is a new rule and was introduced by a member of the community (based on video he saw of a sow shot dead right in front of her cubs) and many of us made public comment to support this
 4-EXTEND BEAR HUNTING SEASON-the rules DO include a newly devised extension of the bear hunting season – BAD – the season usually ends late November c. 11/22. It would now end c. 12/15. Bears typically begin denning in early December (FWD’s words: “…by late November many bears have entered winter dens, limiting the availability of bears for harvest.”). So, a hunter could come upon a bear curled up in its den and shoot it. Perfectly legal. The extension is in response to hunter request, not based in science.
 Please look at this short chilling video of 2 hunters finding and killing a mother bear (with cubs) in its den. Extending the season allows for this perfectly legal scenario. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7SoGMv4eMg&t=2s
 Please, if you choose, send a comment to your FWD Board member on any of the above 4 rules considerations. The emails of the board members are below.
 A constructive argument you could make:  please let the 2-tag proposal play out for the year…it is the most effective method for a state to control a bear population. An extension into denning season may not be needed and likely causes suffering.

7:40 - FEMA buyouts in Middlesex - what is happening with them (see email below from Michele Braun - Executive Director of Friends of the Winooski River)

I asked Mike Kline recently whether Middlesex had plans in mind for your buyout parcels, and he thought the Conservation Commission would be the most likely people to be thinking about this. Is this something you've discussed? Friends of the Winooski is working with other towns in the watershed on reuse plans for buyout parcels, and would love to hear what Middlesex is contemplating. 

7:50 - Project Reports 
a. Middlesex Trails Group Update (Adrienne) 
b. Shady Rill & Wrightsville (Aric or Jane)
c.  Culvert Monitoring project update (Jon)

8:00- Adjourn - next meeting - Tuesday,  August 25 - fourth Tuesday of the month - no meeting in July
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